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The Coal Strike.
On the face of it the nationwide

coal strike of union miners is colos¬
sal. Half a million workers more or

lees at 12.000 mines have been called
out in both the bituminous and the
anthracite fields. Twenty coal pro¬
ducing States are affected, with the
number of men under strike orders;
in each ranging all the way from
200.000 in Pennsylvania and 95.000
in Illinois down to 30.000 In West
Virginia, 18,000 in Kentucky and a-

few thousand or a few hundred in
States like Iowa, Kansas, Texas and
Wyoming. This, however, has the
seeming as a strike achievement of
being a bigger thing, measured by
the number of men out, than is the1
fact.
While the strike of union,

miners apparently is 100 pei cent,
complete, as the union leaders de-;
clare, Governor Allen's Kansas In¬
dustrial Court having failed to keep
the men at work in his State, the
strike itself is not responsible for
taking all the 500,000 men out of
their jobs.
As a matter of fact, tens of thou¬

sands of the union minor* *}PW;on
"strike in the bituminous districts
have been out of work for months,
because there was no market for the
toal from their mines at the prices
asked for it to cover the cost of set¬
ting it out of the ground and ship¬
ping it to industrial centers. Tens
of thousands more have been averag¬
ing only two or three days a. week
to supply local consumers to whom
the coal could be delivered in llm-
Ited quantities without a long rail¬
road haul and heavy transportation
charges on top of the excessively high
mining costs.

.' This slack trade which has long
caused widespread and distressing
unemployment in the unionised bi¬
tuminous mines has made its influ¬
ence felt to a lesser degree even in
the anthracite fields, which are vir¬
tually all under union sway. At the
same time vast stocks of reserve

coal have piled up at the mines, in
the storage yards of the railroads,
which are the heaviest consumers of
coal, of other public utilities and of
mills and factories. .

With more than 70,000,000 tons or
this surplus coal In hand and mild
weather only a few days distant, and
with the non-union mines already
applying half the present coal con-

sumption of the country, there is no

ground for fear of an early coal fam¬
ine. Already reports are coming of
the speeding up of non-union produc¬
tion. While it is too soon to say what
can bo accomplished in the way
of increasing the non-union output
of soft coal it is possible to work
double shifts in hundreds of the non¬

union mines operating hitherto with
only day single shifts.
The non-union mines have been

able as a whole to make fair profits,
*ven in the recent industrial depres¬
sion, because or their lower produc-
tlon costs, and they have been stead¬
ily capturing more and more of the
business formerly held by the uniou
labor producers. It would not be un¬

natural for them In a situation like
this to grasp the opportunity to
double their business and earnings
wherever possible.

It Is not improbable that when non¬

union mines get themselves speeded
up an adequate supply of bitu¬
minous coal will be assured to the
country for many months. Such a

development might bring a settle-
ment of the striko In many soft coal
districts. But only time will tell how
such a situation can work out.
The anthracite situation is an en¬

tirely different matter. With no non¬

union operation of the anthracite
mines worth mentioning the hard
coal supply after the exhaustion of
vlte existing surplus can bo obtained
only by getting the union miners
back to work or by putting non-union
workers in the mines. Neither of
these choices is of immediate con-

(rm to the public, for hard coal is
largely used for domestu heating,
purposes, and this will not become j
« Ideating problem again until the'
arrival of frost next autumn. In the

meantime the Anthracite operators \

and workers are to continue their
scale negotiations, both of them, no

doubt, with a shrewd eye on the fall¬
ing levels in the coal bins.
But the mine owners and the unlou

workers in the vastly more impor¬
tant bituminous fields are not and
have not been negotiating new terms.
The operators have resolutely de¬
clined to go into conference with the
leaders of the miners on any ques¬
tions. 'fhey have insisted that they
themselves must make the scales,
which must be governed by the eco¬

nomic conditions of the country and
by the aggressive competition of the
non-union producers.
The bituminous unions charge bad

faith against the owners in refusing
to go into conference with the union
hcale committees, sinco the now ex¬

pired contract between the two 6ides
contained an agreement that there
should be conferences to negotiate a

new contract to take the place of the
old one after midnight last Friday.
On the other hand, the owners de¬
clare that it would be useless for
them to negotiate the only kind of
contract the bituminous miners would
accept, since under such a contract
they would not be able to do business
in competition with the non-union
producers.
And so it appears at this opening

of the great coal strike as if, in the:
bituminous fields, at least, it would
be a light to the linish.

Our Soldier Dead.
The funeral services to be held

to-day at the army base in Brooklyn
over the bodies of the soldier dead
brought back from France on the
transport Cambrai mark formally the
completion of the Government's task
of restoring to tho next of kin the
remains of the members of the Amer¬
ican Expeditionary Forces who fell
abroad In the war. The time for
filing applications for the return of
bodies expired on March 31.
The work of returning these bodies

began iu February, 1920, fifteen
months after the armistice was

signed. To the families of the Amer¬
ican soldiers was given the privilege
of deciding whether the bodies should
be interred in American national
cemeteries near the spots where the
meu fell or should be brought back.
Many fathers and mothers, like Colo¬
nel and Mrs. Roosevelt, felt that it
was more fitting that the graves of
their sons should be in the land
where honorable death overtook
them; "where the tree falls there
let it lie," was the phrase Colonel
IlooBbVELT used to express his thought
concerning his son Quentik.
But the next of kin of 45,459 men

decided that their dear ones should
sleep in American soil, and that num¬

ber of bodies have been returned to
this country. Of them 37,710 have
been buried privately and 5,738 rest
in national cemeteries. Eighty-nine
bodies were dispatched from France
to other foreign countries at the re¬

quest of relatives. The statistics of
the disposal of the bodies are as yet
incomplete.

In the American Field* of Honor in
France, which are In Suresnes, near

Paris; Bony, near St. Quentin; Bel-
lean "Wood, near Chateau Thierry,
and Roinagne-sous-Montfaucon, there
will be 30,496 graves, and in Brook-
wood, Surrey, England, 500, these
being the final resting places of men

who gave their lives In England. Ire¬
land. Scotland and Wales.
Among these thousands lie 1,880

men whose names have been lost, the
unidentified dead of the American
Expeditionary Forces, from among
whom was chosen the Unknown Sol¬
dier who sleeps in Arlington, where
the great of many lands have paid
tribute to him as the representative
of valor and patriotism.
The cemeteries in France and Eng¬

land will be maintained by the Gov¬
ernment. At Romagne-aous-Montfau-
con an amphitheater similar to that
at Arlington will be erected. Rest
houses for visitors will be provided
at all the cemeteries. Both in Eng¬
land and in France the residents of
the country In which are American
graves have displayed a touching de¬
sire to honor the strangers whose
last homes are near their own dwell¬
ing places.

Plays With Short Casts.
The theater manager accounts hilu-

self fortunate when he can please the
public without too great an outlay.
The enterprise In which a small capi¬
tal produces large dividends is as

much esteemed In the world of art
as in commercial spheres. Maybe
the manager who can this year tempt,
tho customer at slight expense is bet¬
ter satisfied than ever. At all events,
there are Indications of an approach¬
ing revival of tho play which requires
the services of only a few actor* in
its interpretation.
One of the current successes has

two characters. A promised novelty
has three. If the outlay for decora¬
tions is as small as tho payroll of the
actors even moderate receipts mean

a certain amount of profit, not very
i:'Tge, possibly, but steady. Therefor«
the manager Is on the lookout for the
play with few rfllen.

Possibly the most notable of all
such works i* "Infldele." by lie>hf.rto
Bracco. which Aixa Nasimova pro¬
duced here as '"Countess Coquette."
The list of these plays also Includes
some of native origin, mch as Wiu,-
iam Locke's "The Climax," which had
only four characters and was highly
successful for a long time, and "Th»?
Storm." by 0ratals Biioaohium. With
the same number of characters, which
was played for u whole season at.
a tfcealei In tills Ity. Then there
were "Under Order*," in which two
actors impersonated four personage.-5.,
and before that 1'The Havoc."
The mere novelty of the small cast

does upt by any means guarantee i
I

success. The small cant is, oil the
other hand, a condition against which
the author must struggle. He must
make his problem much more intense
and lie must increase the effective¬
ness of his humor it he would keep
his audience interested and amused.
There must be some substitute for the
variety that a larger number of fig¬
ures create, and in order that the
public may bo engrossed in a few
characters these must be doubly inter¬
esting in what they do or what they
say. Yet the manager is usually will¬
ing to take a chance with such a play,
because it involves after all a small
financial risk.

Ex-Emperor Charles Dead.
Tho last Hapsburg who sat on the'

imperial throne of Austria and the
heir in place if not in title to the
Holy Roman Empire died an exile:
yesterday when the former Emperor
Charles I. passed away on the little'
island of Madeira In the Atlantic I
Ocean. I
Tragedy ruled strongly Jn this

>oung man's life. The mysterious
death of Crown Prince Rudolph at
Meyerling and the assassination of
Archduke Francis Ferdinand at
Sarajevo made him heir to the crown,
while the sudden death of the aged
Francis Joseph raised him to the
Hapsburg throne. It was his fate
to take up the burden of a world
war at 27, and to rulo without ex¬

perience and without responsibility
for that war, when the fortunes of the
Central Empires had begun to de¬
cline, to see tho mighty monarchy
his ancestors had been centuries
building up crumble in a day, and to
face death when his spirit had been
broken by the failure of the ill ad¬
vised, blunderingly conducted misad¬
venture to recover the Hungarian
crown of St. Stephen.
Charles came to the throne "with

a very different background from
that of most of the Iiapsburgs whom
tiie Austrians of the last two or three
generations knew. He had neither
tho reckless profligacy of Rudolph
nor the rigid austerity of Francis
Ferdinand. lie was exactly the
opposite to his aged predecessor,
f rancis Joseph, to whose concep¬
tion of imperial dignity friend¬
ship was a luxury in which he
could not indulge himself. Chaei.es
had many frieutis and he was happy
in their companionship. He married
the vivacious Zita, a princess of the!
house of Bourbon de Parme, of whom
lie was genuinely fond, and he was
the father of a family of six,
to whom he was much attached.
When he was notified of the death
of Francis Ferdinand he acknowl¬
edged his lack of the training which
should bo possessed by the heir pre¬
sumptive of tho Iiapsburgs. If he
had been permitted a choice he might
have chosen to remain an army officer
und to pass his leisure on the family
urchducal estate.

I pon Ciiaklfs suddenly fell the!
problems and perplexities of an em-!
pire one morning when the Hapsburg
court discovered that in the night!
tho old Emperor had laid down his
burdens of state. But they were1
mightier in weight to him than they
had been to Fiia.nus Joseph with all
his experience and facility for han-
dllng I hem. The world war was near*
ing its turning point and the hith¬
erto repressed longings of Czech,
Croat, Serb, Slovene and Pole for
freedom had begun to express them¬
selves in unmistakable terms. The
heritage of his I^ouse, the legacy left
by his ancestors, was too much for,
a man of power and capacity to ad-!
minister; it was overwhelming to a
man of 27 inexperienced in Avar, di-
plomacy or affairs of state.
The failures of Charles Jn Hun¬

gary were due to the inopportune-
ness of the ventures as well as to
poor counsel of his friends. They
were foredoomed to failure from
the start, and Chari.es showed his
gentleness and humanity when he
refused to countenance any move
in his favor which might be at the
cost of bloodshed. The behavior of
the Hungarian people during his ill.
ness and their manifestations of deep
concern over his condition were a

touching tribute to the fallen ruler.

Government Hotels.
Uncle Sam has a variety of duties

to perform in attending to the special j
needs of the members of his big f»ra-j
ily of more than one hundred mil-'
Hons. One of his functions is that of a
benevolent landlord to some 2,009
women employed as clerks and lal
other capacities in the executive de-'
pai tments of the Government st^
Washington'.
The exigencies of war time and the!

sudden rise in rents in Washington,
as elsewhere, made it necessary for
the Government to furnish accommo¬
dations for these women. The men
in Undo Svm's employ had of course
to shift for themselves, but in the
case of women there was the special
factor that many of them were
strangers in Washington, having
come from all parts of the Union to,'
do war work, and were without rela¬
tives or friends at the capital, and for
this reason it was desirable to pro-
vide homes for them. The author!- j
ties solved the problem of housing,1
so far as they were concerned, by
the erection of what are called the'
Government hotels on the wide open
space between the Capitol and the
union railroad station.
Here stenographers, clerks and

other women employees to the num-
her of 2,000 lived comfortubly and at
an expense within their means. From
their viewpoint Uncle Sam's experl-
eii e as a landlord was a pronounced
jucccsi. Home keepers of boarding
houses may have objected to what
they deemed an Invasion of their
privileges, but as a war measure the
Government hotels met with general J
approval.
A more ierioua-oblectioa has arisen ^

to their continuance now that peace
hat been proclaimed. It comes In
part from real estate men, In part
from persons inspired solely by the
desire to conserve the civic beauty
of Washington. They object to these
hotels as not being In harmony with
tho general design of the Capitol
grounds and as being a blemish on
the landscape. These critics would
have the hotels torn down and their
2,000 guests obliged to seek the ac¬

commodations which are the lot of
those not fortunate enougu to have
Uncle Sam for a landlord.
The question offers perplexities. Of

course many persons will hold that it
Is not Uncle Sam's business to be a

landlord; that the pride the nation
takes in the beautiful vistas of Wash¬
ington forbids the disfigurement of
the capital by structures of the char¬
acter of the'Government hotels. At
the same time the 2,000 women clerks j
will not be without sympathizers.
Probably the outcome of the discus¬

sion will be a compromise. The Gov-
eminent hotels are likely to stay
until rents in Washington come
down a little and their guests can
find living quarters elsewhere at rea¬
sonable prices.

College Debaters on Tour.
While Mr. Butan Is challenging all

comers to break a lance with him
on the subject of evolution, while the
discussion of prohibition continues
and there is going on a national de¬
bate on the bonus question, it is in¬
teresting to turn to the colleges to
see what questions are engaging the
attention of students. Colby College,
at Watervillo, Maine, supplies infor¬
mation on this point.
On a recent Saturday the entire

student body, headed by the members
of the faculty, went to the Watervllle
railroad station to speed on their way
five picked students who were start¬
ing on a 2,000 mile tour during which
they were to take tho negative side
in debate with representatives of
eight other colleges on the following
proposition:

"Resolved, That the principle of
the closed shop is Justifiable."
The colleges which were to furnish

the opponents of these debaters are
Western Reserve University, Cleve¬
land, Ohio; Kalamazoo College, Mich¬
igan; University of Notre Dame, In-
dianapolis; Heddiug College, Abing¬
don, Illinois: Simpson College, In-
dlanola, Iowa; Berea College, Ken¬
tucky; William and Mary College,
Williamsburg, Virginia; Blue Ridge
College, New Windsor, Maryland.
Tho selection of such a topic Illus¬

trates the practice In institutions of
higher education In America of tak¬
ing cognizance of questions which
pertain to the industrial and political
life of the present day. How wide
is this departure from the scholastic
ideals which obtain in many for-
cign colleges and universities may bo
Judged by n comparison of this topic
with the subjects still set for thought
and discussion in England's oldest
university. At Oxford some of the
competitions open to students are
the Arnold historical essay; the Chan¬
cellor's prize for Latin verse, Eng¬
lish essay and Latin essay; Cobden
prize in political economy; Coning-
ton prize In classical learning; Eller»
ton theological essay; Galsford prize
in Greek verse and Greek prose;
Green prize in moral philosophy;
Marquis of Lothian's prize in his¬
tory; Newdlgate, English verse: Kol-
leston memorial in biology, and the
Stanhope historical essay. There are
also other subjects, in all of which
endowments provide prizes for the
winners.
These prizes are all of substantial

pecuniary value and the winners be¬
come marked men. not only among
their fellows but also with the gen-
eral public. Unquestionably the wide
range of these subjects gives opportu¬
nity for special talent to make a mark
and also helps to develop the Intel¬
lectual powers of the men who take
part In the competitions. It is ar¬

gued also that besides being of great
value as a stimulus to intellectual
activity and ambition these competi¬
tions help to explain why graduates
of Oxford as well as Cambridge, which
has similar prizes, often achieve early
In life distinction in scholarship.
In American Institutions of lears*

ing subjects of this kind are less
emphasized. Examination of the
list of Oxford prize subjects shows
that few of them concern the class
of subjects to which the topic chosen
by the Colby debating team beloags.
Cambridge University's victory yes¬

terday in its annual boat race with
Oxford on the Thames was the thirty*
third triumph for tho light blue.
Oxford has won thirty-nino of the
seventy-three races which have been
rowed since 1829, when the contest
originated. In 1877 a tie was rowed.
Cambridge was the favorite for yester¬
day's race. This university event is
ono of the classics of amateur sport,
and interest in it is Keen wherever
skill in boating holds the place it
deserves.

Xew fashions are old. Candles
with hubbies of brandy in their little
Insldes were bought by boys when Mr,
Volstead wuh lisping in MoGuffey a

First Reader.

The Birth of the Daffodil.
Hi* slender fingers of the rain
Reached down through ma** nn0 mold

And woke the bulb asleen wlthir
Its rough brown blanket's fold:

The sun cume out and warmed the
sprout,

That like a finger white
TVss groping In the clods of earth
To flrd the fc!ndty llgh'

The south wind blew aorosa the fields,
A trotibhdour of spring.

And piped a little tune that set.
The brunches whispering.

It ruffle-l loo*e the tissue sheath
That held tlii bud until

Arrayed, behold! in cloth of goM
Appeared the daffodil.

Muvka Tun**

ltc»organ.
A gentle wind »t!rs through the bare

brown bough ;
A slanting sunbeam v.^s lis golden

ray
Into the garden's heart: another day

Has dawned, the air Is warm and eweet, j
and now

Marie how the withered winter grass
waves. how-

Last autumn's loitering leaves, blown
aa mi play

Scamper across the lawn and whirl
away;

Soon shall spring's quickening spirit
earth endow. I

With passing days the sunlight shall
dispel

The veiling vapors, crocuses unfold:
Peering from out their beds in glowing

gold,
Like tiny suns, tlie daffodils shall tell
The secret of a voice that breathes

abroad.
The voice of spring which is the voles

of God.
Elisabeth Scollard.

Mr. Marks Challenged.
An Opponent of Dajlfulit Saving

Offers to Convert Him.
To The New York Herald: You call

attention to the fact that Europe beats
America In saving of daylight, inas¬
much as England, France and Belgium
put their clocks ahead one hour at 1
A.. M., Monday, March 27. while Man¬
hattan and a few other Eastern cities,
and I believe the State of Massachu¬
setts, will not advance Its clocks until
April 30.
You do not, however, say that France

has found that daylight saving is not
the unqualified blessing Marcus M.
Marks would have everybody believe
that it Is, and haa served notice that
with tills year the so-called daylight
raving in France will finish. Mr. Marks
says that daylight saving will he more

general in the United States this sum¬

mer than ever before, Philadelphia. At¬
lantic City. Pittsburgh and several New
England cities having fooen converted to

the cause, and that the only remaining
opponents are found in the backwoods
where they say "The Lord made the time
and It Is blasphemy to tinker with It."
To Mr. Marks and a great many of

his associates in his national fcody time
means simply the divisions on the face
of a clock, while to the backwoods men

time is the seasonal division of the day
with Its atmospheric phenomena as laid
out 'by the Creator of the universe In
His wonderful scheme for providing tho
necessities of life for His crcatures.
From time Immemorial ttmall bodies

of men vain in tho Imagination of their
own kearta have tried to alter the pro¬
found laws of nature, from tho building
of the Tower of Babel down through the
ages to this august body, the National
Association for Daylight Saving, which
with its magnificent attempt to improve
the habits of our dear old Mother Earth
will only fail, a» have all the others
who have gone before.

France, which in the past has experi¬
mented with natural law more than

iny other nation, has seen the folly of
It and will give it up. If Mr. Marks will
come out to my farm here In the back¬
woods of New Jersey, seventy-five min¬

ute# from Broadway, when his daylight
saving Is in full swing, T will guaran¬
tee in one week to make him the most
enthusiastic supporter of the Lord's
time and he will lead hie flock back to

nature and nature's time in 1023.
John G. "Walker.

Bellemkad, N. J., April 1.

Philadelphia Vindicated.
The Shifter Movement Ended There

Before It ITio Heard Of Here.
To Thb New York Herald: X read

with much Interest the following state¬
ment in your paper about the shifters:

"Everybody who wwn't wlio has been
stung Into the shifters." said a more or*
less prominent member of that ephemeral
movement yesterday, "and ell others
have been let In on the secret by the
newspapers. Therefore, there being no

eaoy marks left the fad is leaving New
York, probably for Pittsburgh or Balti¬
more. In a few years we shall hear
from it In Philadelphia."
Now Just how do these New Yorkers

get that way? Perhaps you don't know
It.Now York's no dead anyway.but
the shifter fad was in Philadelphia and
out again a month before New York
ever heard of It. Tha students at the
University of Pennsylvania were *o!ng
around with ahlfter design* on their
coat lapels about three months a«o.

PHILADELPHIA}*.
Philadelphia, April J.

Cant Made to Protest
Nhrht Collection of Rubbish a Failure

When Tried In Flntbusb.
To The New York Herald: Night

collection of rubbish, ashes and garbage
has been tried in New York. I have a

vividly unpleasant recollection of how
the cloUtercd calm of Flatbush dawn
w&e shattered by Wagnerian orchestral
effects by the Can Brothers.ash and
garbage. This was the accompaniment
of a recltatjve, duet and solo in which
every word began with a O or a D.
Tho laborers employed vowed that if

they weren't allowed to sleep at night
nobody else should be. And nobody was.

They further expressed their feelings
by deliberately placing the garbage can

covers beneath the cart wheels and
ruining the covers. I saw them on t-ev-

sral sleepless rnorns.
Tho theory Is line but the application

Is a word beginning with IT.
New York, April t. . A. W. 11.

Central Park West.
Another Snbwny Wanted In Addition

to Existing Tracks.
To The New York Herald: We

need more car lines on the. West Side
To tako up the tracks on Columbus
tvenue would be a calamity and make
matters worse. Central Park West can¬
not carry the crowds.
Building another subway under Hud¬

son streft. Ktghth avenue and Central
Park Went, or the Park, from Fifty-
ninth street to 10 4th or 110th street,
Mien branching east and west, mlfht
ni^et the trouble.
The sidewalk on the 'parli frant Is

too wide, and tho west walk of Central
Park West could be cut down to furnish
more room for the carriageway. Then
If a subway yas built under It or un-
ler the Park on the west side the
,-rowds might be carried without re¬

moving any other surface tracks.
Tho one way traffic rule does not

lelp. If the street was wider there
H'ould be room enough for tin travel
lust as on Fifth avenue.

R. ir Crik.ve
New York, April 1.

Disappearing- Ktplalned.
North River Phad.ran you Mam* ua for [

¦tsiing sway wiiea you ... how Civul
i"lrtun .treat* fltli?

The atmosphere of mystery that per¬
vades the stories of the Antlgonlsh pol¬
tergeist is attributable to some extent ti
the locale of the performances. The
scene of action is a. hamlet the very
name of which stirs the imaginative fac¬
ilities. N'o mere appropriate habitat for
a ghost could be found on the North
American continent.

In considering extraordinary or su¬
pernatural phenomena the scene of ac¬
tion Is of the highest Importance. To
the credulous denizens of these States
a plelosaurus In the Mississippi Ttiver
would be much less mysterious than a

pleeiosaurus in an Inland Patagonian
lake.
What I am about to relate bear® upon

the truth of this assertion.
The incident happened not long ago

in the prosaic city of Albany. If it had
happened in Paris or Petrograd or even
in Pittsburgh or Uuffaio it would have
Invited no little discussion, especially
in circles interested in psychic re¬
search, but in Albany it received scarcely
any attention at all. being dismissed
either with an indifferent shrug of the
shoulders or with expressions of bored
Incredulity. For Albany being the trbe
home of the prosaic admits nothing that
is out of the ordinary. Whatever hap¬
pens there mutt be accounted for in ac¬
cordance with natural laws, impulses
and reactions.

It was in these prosaic environs that
the incident to which I have alluded
happened.

I shall set down the facts exactly as
they occurred except that for obvious
reasons I shall use fictitious names in
referring to certain persons and streets.
One evening last September my friend

Henderson and I were returning home
after spending the evening playing
bridge at a social club in the Pine Hills
district.

It was well after midnight as we
turned into Clyde street, a narrow
thoroughfare fringed on tooth sides for
a considerable distance with tall, well
foliaged trees. There was a three-quar¬
ters moon but its light was intermit¬
tent. the sky being strewn with heavy
broken clouda.

"We were walking rather slowly, smok¬
ing and enjoying the cool air and the
first mellow touch of autumn. The
night was very still; everything eeemed
agreeably tranquil.
As we approached the center of a

block of rather ancient structures used
principally for residential purposes my
attention was attracted to a two story
house on my Immediate left the lower
part of which was in scmldarknefts
while the two upper windows were
brightly lighted.
What attracted my attention was a

rustling sound at the front door which
was raised about four feet from the
level of the street and was reached by
stone steps flanked with iron railings.

Involuntarily I slackened my pace
Just as Henderson, who was on my right
slackened his and laid Ills hand on my
arm. i
At the sa.me instant the moon rode

wholly clear of a bank of clouds and
the entire front of the house etood out
clearly in its lrieliow radiancc. Not a

living thing was in sight. We had both
stopped.

"I thought some one was trying to

get in." sal«l Henderson.
"I did too," I replied; "it seemed as

If some one was fumbling at the lock."
As we stood staring at the door the

rustling eound shifted to the lower win-

Alabama.Hera We Best.
Alabama.here we rest
On the calm Tomblgbee's breast.
Every accent breathes of peace
Flowering in sweet release.
Opelika. Tuskegee,
Florence on the Tannessee.
Oleander. Sugar, Browns,
Faunsdale. Choecoloceo.towi.s
Seemingly serene and still
As Selma. Graces. Pleasant Hill.
Arlosto, Wedowee,
Loaehapoka. Bollgee.
Nannahubba, Tallapoosa.
Chattahoochee, Tuscaloosa,
Verbena, Chekaw. Stones, Pineapple,
Nauvoo, Brooklyn. Cedar, 'Chapel.
Alabama. Hera we rest
On the calm Tomblgbee's breast.
Drifting where no «ound Is heard
Save the Hit of mocking bird.

Mauric* Moaaia.

The Club'* Kitchen.
Unfortunate Result of a Fallnre' to

Consult an Accomplished CJief-
To Thf York Herau>: one

month bad elapsed since a well known
club bad moved to its new quarters on

New York's most fashionable avenue.

On that particular day of May all was

excitement Inside the palatial establish¬
ment, and no wonder. Just think of it:
for the first time in He history the club
had opened Ite doors to the ladles !

Between 3 and 6 o'clock the building
was simply teeming with members and
their feminine friends. The squash and
tennis courts, dining looms, library,
Turkish bathe, bar. wore inspected and
praised for their magnificence. 'As the
kitchen was the least contpicuous of all
the departments, situated as H was on

the mezsantne floor, u. comparatl\ely;
small percentage Of the crowd found its

way there, and that was Just as well,
because It could bardlv hold more than
two score persons, Including the cooks.
Furthermore, the few visitor* who en-

tered did not linger very long, the tem-

pcrature being rather high there, though
it was a very pleasant day outdoors.

"Don't you think the roof Is rather low
for a Kitchen?" Jokingly remarked a

gentleman to his companion, hitting the
ceiling with his cane and mopplpg his
brow at the sume time.
But In general the visitors Just threw

a clanre at the kitchen from the door,
remarking Invariably. "It's a very flne
kitchen."
One lady seemed to tske a little more

Interest In the culinary department.
After looking around a few minutes she

inquired of the chef If that was the
main kitchen. On the chefs assurance

that what she saw was the chili's one
slid only kitchen, the lady, who I have
lenrncd since belonged to the Four Hun¬
dred. exclaimed:
"Do you mean to say that you poof

ffllows have to work In this hole? Who
planned such a kitchen, anyway; Ts
t.iat the only window ihts kitchen has?'
pointing to a small aperture facing the;
trail under the passageway arch. "Well.
well; compared with the rest of the,
house this kitchen certainly Is a distinct
disappointment to me."
The lady had the true notion about

the kitchen. Subsequent events proved
that she was right. For a full year
Collo^liifc 'he opening worker.* were bus; J

What Was It They Heard?
A Strange Experience at Night in Albany and the.

Sequel on the Day Following.
low*. Before I had time to speali Hen-
lerson muttered "Something is trying
.o get in through the windows."
But nothing was visible in the nuoon-

lglit that still flooded the house.
"Perhaps St's a cat," I suggested

'atuously.
"More like a bird fluttering its wings,"

replied Henderson In a half whisper.
Scarcely were the words out of hie

mouth when I felt or heard.J don't
Know which.the rustling sound asccnd
rapidly and the next instant the upper
irindrrws rattled violently, rattled as if
assailed by a fierce gust of wind, al¬
though there was not so much as a

breath of air stirring in the treetops.
A peculiar feeling, half wonder, half

fear, crept upon me, and I observed by
the strange expression of Henderson's
face that he too was somewhat shaken.
For nearly five minutes longer we

continued to stand watching the house
but nothing more happened to engage
our attention. As wo turned to go I

glanced at my watch. It was just I

O'clock. I made mental note of the

number of the house. 247, standing out
In gilt figures above the paneled door.
After reaching home I spent an hour

or more racking my brains for an ex¬

planation of the strange occurrence but
to no avail. It was well on toward
morning before I wjls able to sleep and
then I slept only fitfully, being harassed
by haunting dreams. During all the

following day I kept asking myself
"What was it?" Xo human being, it
seemed clear, had been In any way re¬

sponsible for the strange phenomenon.
But equally clear did it seem to ime

that somo thing had tiled to gain an

entrance to the house.
But what could that thing have been

that wag invisible in a moonlight al¬

most as bright as day? I pondered the
enigma at dinner as I read one of the
afternoon paperw. As I scanned the col¬
umns of local news my eye caught the
following headline. "Unfortunate Death
by Drowning." The ensuing paragraphs
read :

"Th« tragic, death last evening of Miss

Estelle Vlakewood at ttje home of her
parents, 247 Clyde street. comes as a

distinct shock to the community. Miss
Hlakewood had been an Invalid for years,
having suffered a severe Injury in an

automobile accident In the summer of
1AI8. I.ast evening about 10:80, Mrs.
Fllakewood as Is her custom, prepared
her daughter's bath and sat reading In
an adjoining room preparatory to assist¬
ing Miss Estelle to bed. After waiting
nearly twenty minutes for her daughter
to finish her ablutions Mrs. Diakewood
went to the bathroom and, opening the
door, was horrified to see her daughter
huddled down In the bathtub, her head
wholly submerged in the water.
"Dr. Conkl ii. who arrived within ten

minutes after Mrs. Blackwood's cries
aroused ner liwl.arid, who had retired,
immediately removed th« body to the
open back porch and used the most lie-
roic means to induce resuscitation. Kor
nearly two hours he labored unceasingly
employing every approved form of art!- j
flcial respiration. It seemed at one time
that the doctor s efforts would be re-

warded with success, for about 1 o'clock
there was a perceptible fluttering of the
eyelids and a distinct Inhalation, but
these evidences of returning life endured
but for an instant and shortly afterward j
ths doctor pronounced the patient d*ad.
"Dr. Conklin characterizes the cu** »»

» most extraordinary otic, n» (n Rn i,|,
previous experience he h*s not known a j
drowned person to exhibit such symptoms !
of resuscitation without being finally
restored."

SiuokCMIL.

trying to mend and correct such «v|]g
as poor ventilation, flareback flues, de¬
fective drains, leaking Ice boxes, danger¬
ous exploding gas ranges, without much
.uccess. It Is only too true that a Job
II! starred and badly started Is very
seldom brought to a satisfactory finish.

It was really a pity, when everything
else about the club was all right, that
the Kitchen *!iould be lacking what the
cooks who have to work in it need'
mo*t. namely, natural light, plenty of
space, high ceiling* to render the heat
bearable and good ventilation. Who was
responsible for this wretched state of |
alfalfa?

Certainly not the chef. Although at
that time the chof had been more than
twelve years with the club, yet. Incred¬
ible as it seems, he never was directly
consulted about the plans of the kitchen
where he was going to work. In fact he
saw the kitchen for the first time two
short weeks before moving in. The
harm had already been done, of course.
If carto blanche had been given the chef
to plan and fix his depsrtment accord.
ing to his Judgment based on long expe¬
rience, and If his advlco had been s-ouglit
on the coming reorganisation of the res¬
taurant, much money would have been
saved and a different story would now:
be told.
But what is the use of talking? Soma

persons will commit the same blunders
time and time again. Misplaced pride
forbids them to do otherwise. Anybody,
Fmart or foolish, rich or poor, can make
a mistake: but It takes u really great1
man io admit It and it takes * still1
greator man to pick up enough courage
to enable him to right an Injustice
caused by a wrong act on Ms part.

Chef Alphokse PlumirATrt .!
Xkw VoitK, April l.

April Promise.
April, you've a comely name,
"What may be its root?

Latin smooth as cherry bail;
Must have borne such fruit.

Who'd have thought "aperlo
Gave the sweet degree?

Open windows, open brooks,
Are Its prophecy.

Open eyes to loveliness
Of the bridal spring.

In a midst of emerald
Shyly burgeoning.

Open souls to greet the gifts
Of a heavenly hand.

Pouring glories without stint
O'er a radiant land.

Open bird throats, rending buds.
Add their jocund share;

With such lures the open sloughs
We can- surely dare

Unafraid of sucking bogs
In the woodland lanes.

Tramp we home with mired feet,
Proud of our campaigns.

"April, April." how it lilts
With the bubbling stream !

"April. April.'. thrushes call
Through the shower and gleam

Winter, then, our open hearts
Shall no more annoy;

They shall greet the April dawn
With sn answering Joy.

Kmot WlftTI.
i

Showers of Stones.
Said to Occnr Indoors a* Well as

Outdoors in the West Indies.
To This New Tork Herald Refer¬

ences have appeared In the newspaper)"
recently to a mysterious shower of
stones at Chico, Col. It may be,of In¬
terest to note that this remarkable
seemingly imposslblo phenomenon is!
not without precedent.

In the West J tulles somewhat similar
shower® of stoiu.s have been reported
from many of the islands, not once but
hundreds of times. During a long resi¬
dence In the West Indies I have heard
of those occurrences from both the na
tives and moat trustworthy and intelli¬
gent a»«Z educated Englishmen, as well
as from the officials and lioliet.

At first I was inclined to attribute
the storlc* to the negroes' imagination
and belief In Obeah, but upon thorough
investigation I learned to my amaze¬
ment that such showers unquestionably
did ocqur in various island?. Indeed,
on one of the islands the resident Eng
lish doctor said that he had personally
witnessed such «¦ shower and had se¬
cured some of the stones, which h*
showed me. These were perfect quartz
crystals, and as far as known no simi¬
lar crystals had ever been found on the
islands.

Several years ago a shower of stone*
occurred in Jamaica, the stones falling
Inside of a native's house, and although
several policeman were detailed to in¬
vestigate and nobody was allowed near

yet the stones continued to fall appar¬
ently from tho ceiling while one of the
policomen was within the shack. H.
Ileskith Bell, formerly administrator of
the Leeward Islands, describes a some¬
what similar show,er in one of his
books, and it is a matter of common

knowledge and belief throughout tha
Islands, more especially In the French-
British islands of Dominica, St. Lucia
and St. Vincent, that stones thus fall
upon houses from a clear sky, some¬
times at night and at other times in
broad daylight, and sometimes within
the house or building itself.
No plausible theory has ever been

advanced to account for such manifes¬
tations. As they occur in fair and
pleasant weather, it cannot be claimed
that they are suc'.ied up and dropped
by waterspouts or tornadoes, and, more¬
over, they are very local, often falling
only on one small hut and nowhere
else, which would preclude the possibil¬
ity of their being of meteoric origin.
But even if we should accept some

such theory to explain these shower-
when they occur out of doors, how can
we account for their falling indoors or

for the fact that they only fall on oer-
tain houses and very Often on the same

house repeatedly at long intervals?
The natives with their usual super¬

stition look upon them as supernatural,
claiming they are the work of Obeah
men, but unlike mo^t Obeah doings they
do not greatly fear them. J am afraid
It will he a long time before anybody
earns the reward offered for a solution
ot the Chlco shower, and I imagine thai
for the present at least we might Just
as well accept the West Indians' expla¬
nation of Obeah ! A. Htatt Vebrilu.
Xew Yonii, April 1.

A Mosquitoless New Jersey.
iSjMpmatlc Work Reported to Bo

Exterminating the Peata.
lo Tun New York Herald: For a.

number of years the matter of publicity
and public cooperation has been before
the executive committee of the New
¦Jersey Mosquito Extermination Associa¬
tion. \ye found that it would be im¬
possible to nslc for publicity without
trcatly Injuring the real estate Interest!*,
aa we oould not ask for public coopera¬
tion without also publishing the fact
that mosquitoes existed.

.Vow after seven years tvork the time
has arrived when we can show the pub
lc facts; namely, reduction of the num.
ber of canes of malaria from 771 in 1914
to only S6 jn 1021. notwithstanding our
population Increased 3t>i>.<»00, ui <i in¬
crease of ronl e.-tat* valuation- Th*
figures taken from the tax books *ho*
'at t:ie Newark meadows assessment*

Increased 3.117 per cent. New Jeraey
1- rapidly beln;r made moequltoloaa.
Ntw York t.|ty Jn the tare or

^ugene \\ inslilp and a very practical
end effective force. They are Morklnn

' bul th<-Y have an immense terri¬
tory to cover. .Mr. Wlnshlp'a work is
remarkable and effective, as the New
lork Bureau of Vital Statistics shows
that there were only J10 case-. of m.i
aria In Greater New York In 1921, which
compares very favorably with the 8l;
eases in New Jersey in 1921. The*,
cases were cauaed by infection bv th-
Anopheles mosquito, and were nearly ail
In outlying districts of New York an,I

hft" " ereat .l'lftln(r t'raflV
there can be no doubt that some of thtno
cases were Imported.
There is need of work in Suffolk

county. There in splendid and effective
mosquito work being done in Naasai
roimty. but it avails Jlttle when Ruflfol!
county breeds moaqultoes in myriad*
which not only fly into Xaaaau eountv
but Into other counties at this end anil
a strong cast wind blows them into
Maten Island, and from there we get
thcui in Hudson county and L'nloi
county in ,\ew Jersey. This la a fac
proved by Investigation* by a commit¬
tee composed both of New Jersey and
New York officials.

Pr. Alxah H. IDoty says; "All the
parks should be charted and divided Int..
.actions, and each of theae sections care-

v 'xamined for mosquito breeding
Places." This is a good pi.n, but JJ*
will do the work? Ut me suggest ma¬
th is be carried out by the Park Com¬
missioner* through the Boy Scouts Giv*
a small aectlon to each boy. After ..
Plaining what ho miiat obaerve let each

S*!.*' Ca,'d rU'#<1 off lnto »^tions
and let him mark on that card the de¬
pressions or hollows 1n the ground which
the rain fills. After this is done and the
cards collected the workmen can g.
around and fill up the degressions or
make drainage channels. When thia is
done there will be no mosquitoes there
The lakes In Central Park, and espe-
daily the edge* of the lak*e. can be
taken care of by oiling

Lte MBTKItS
New Ton*. April i.

^liifUBf the Reaganslhllit,.
/worn the Galveston A'et'«

Another sig,-. that the modern mfj.
Improving Is »i,at *»ms now blamo th» red-
tral Raservajbajka In.tes.i of ,h»jr whJ

Trrit, gerla* ..

Mr. Hanr, McCartney i..
ef huetln# a rtm off iM,

An Arkssna* Fnrerast.

;;;; ^hz^^4-or
worse and that aeon.

or

u, '»h« 'u..'"fnr"'''.j"v'.n'lVlsr1
patches re.llt.d to It or -JJ' 25r» dl"

netvi'plibltshVri1 'henR.*' 11,0 °h*#toeee
patcLaa*I«.ii/ aiV'ai'iu'V««?rvM.*p,c1*1 I


